A BRIEF history of medical hypnotism is given, following the development of the subject from the religious cults of Ancient Egypt through such workers as Mesmer in the latter half of the eighteenth century, John Elliotsen and the Edinburgh surgeon, James Braid (1795Braid ( -1860.
Possibly the chapters on obstetrics are unnecessarily full to "help the nurse in an occasional obstetric emergency" as the authors hope, but the section on gynawcology is very good. The writing is clear and to the point, with good, simple diagrams, and a useful glossary of the special terms used gives the reader a good start. This is a good text-book for the student nurse and a useful book of ready reference for those in charge of gynaecological wards. J. A. P.
